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MAGDALENA ABRAHAM-DIEFENBACH, PhD, studied Philosophy and
Sociology at the Nicolaus Copernicus University as well as German
Studies at Teachers’ College in Toruń and Katowice in Poland. She is a
research fellow at the Faculty of Social and Cultural Sciences, the Chair of
Heritage Studies at European University Viadrina Frankfurt (Oder) and
also a chairwoman of the board of the Institute for Applied History –
Society and Science in Dialogue (Institut für angewandte Geschichte –
Gesellschaft und Wissenschaft im Dialog e.V.). She deals with questions of
regional identity of the Polish western lands, Jewish traces in Kashubia
and western Poland and the history of cinema on the Polish-German
border.

ELEONORA BERGMAN, PhD, is a retired researcher of the Emanuel
Ringelblum Jewish Historical Institute in Warsaw who coordinates and
coedits materials of the Ringelblum Archive in Polish and English. Thus,
she continues to be involved in the preservation of Jewish heritage. Her
best known monographs are: Nurt mauretański w architekturze synagog
Europy Środkowo-Wschodniej w XIX i na początku XX wieku (Warszawa:
Neriton, 2004) and ‘Nie masz bóżnicy powszechnej’: Synagogi i domy
modlitwy w Warszawie od końca XVIII do początku XXI wieku (Warszawa:
Wydawnictwo DiG, 2007). In 2012, she was awarded the National Order
of the Legion of Honor, and in 2018 she received the Prize of the City of
Warsaw.

MICHAL BRANDL, PhD, is an Associate Professor at the Faculty of Hu-
manities and Social Sciences, the Chair of Jewish and Holocaust Studies at
the University of Zagreb. Her research interests include Jewish history in
Croatia in the twentieth century, especially in the immediate postwar
period, and Jewish heritage. She is currently the chief research consultant
for the World Jewish Restitution Organization (WJRO) and for the
Claims Conference in a project on the restitution of movable Jewish
property in Croatia, as well as the national coordinator for the Croatian
National Node in European Holocaust Research Infrastructure (EHRI)
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and a member of the Croatian delegation of the International Holocaust
Remembrance Alliance (IHRA). For her book Appropriation of Jewish
property in Croatia: Zagreb as a case study (Zagreb: Leykam international,
2022) she received the annual National Award for Science in the field of
Humanities for 2022. 

ANDREA CORSALE, PhD, is an Associate Professor of Geography at the
University of Cagliari, Italy. His research interests include population
geography, international migrations and diasporas, transnationalism,
ethnic minorities, cultural and rural tourism, Jewish heritage tourism as
well as sustainable local development, with a focus on Central and Eastern
Europe, especially Poland, Romania, Ukraine, and on the Mediterranean
region, particularly Italy. He published in several volumes and journals
covering this field, including the International Journal of Religious Tourism
and Pilgrimage, The Geographical Journal and Current Issues in Tourism.

JÚLIA CSEJDY, PhD, a historian and an art historian, is a research fellow
at the Hungarian Museum of Architecture and Monument Protection
Documentation Center. She specializes in the building survey of Hungar-
ian architectonical heritage from the eighteenth to the twentieth centuries.
Her main interest is monument topographical research focusing on the
heritage of different denominations, e.g. that of the Jewish communities.
She published several articles, one about the Jewish community of Tállya
and their synagogue in Acta Historiae Artium 61, 1 (2020), 149–179, and
coauthored (with Luca Poncellini) the comprehensive monograph on one
of the most important architects of prewar Shanghai László Hudec (Buda-
pest: Holnap, 2010).

ANITA FIKET is a research and teaching assistant at the Faculty of Human-
ities and Social Sciences, the Chair of Jewish and Holocaust Studies at the
University of Zagreb. She earned her MA degree in Judaic Studies, Swed-
ish Studies and Geography at the University of Zagreb, where she is
currently a third-year PhD candidate in the doctoral studies program in
Geography ‘Space, Region, Environment, and Landscape’, writing her
dissertation on Jewish heritage tourism in Croatia. She worked as a field
researcher at Jewish cemeteries in Croatia in the European Jewish Ceme-
teries Initiative (ESJF) project in 2021. Her scientific interests include
tourism and heritage geography, dissonant heritage, Jewish heritage tour-
ism, culture and the history of Jews in Croatia. She published works on
Jewish heritage tourism and Jewish cemeteries. 
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RUTH ELLEN GRUBER has worked on Jewish heritage issues for more
than 35 years. She is the coordinator of the website Jewish Heritage
Europe, a project of the Rothschild Foundation Hanadiv Europe. She
authored numerous articles and several books, including Virtually Jewish:
Reinventing Jewish Culture in Europe (2002) and Jewish Heritage Travel:
A Guide to Eastern Europe (1992/2007). Among her latest publications is
‘(Candle)sticks on Stone: The Representation of Women in Jewish Tomb-
stone Art’, Jewish Folklore and Ethnology 2 (Fall 2023), 141–164. Her
awards and honors include a Guggenheim Fellowship and Poland’s
Knight’s Cross of the Order of Merit.

SAMUEL D. GRUBER, PhD, is an internationally recognized expert on
Jewish art, architecture and the historic preservation of Jewish sites and
monuments. He directs Gruber Heritage Global, a cultural resource-
consulting firm, and is president of the International Survey of Jewish
Monuments. Since 2021, he is a planner and lead researcher on the Holo-
caust Memorial Monument Database project based at the Center for
Jewish Art at Hebrew University that is supported by the Claims Confer-
ence. He authored American Synagogues: A Century of Architecture and
Jewish Community (New York: Rizzoli, 2003) and Synagogues (New York:
Metro Books, 1999), as well as scores of published reports and articles. 

RENATA HANYNETS is a PhD student at the Chair of Monument Studies
at European University Viadrina Frankfurt (Oder) and currently a re-
search fellow at the Center for Belarus and Regional Studies (European
Humanities University), having earned an MA degree in Cultural Heri-
tage Development from the European Humanities University in Vilnius
and an MA in Culturology from the Lviv National Academy of Arts. She
is a graduate of the Polish Government Young Scholars Program and of
a One-Year Jewish Studies Program at Paideia – the European Institute of
Jewish Studies in Sweden and also a member of the European Association
for Jewish Studies. Her scientific interests are cultural heritage studies,
Jewish heritage in Eastern and Central Europe, Holocaust remembrance
and policies of memory.

MELINDA HARLOV-CSORTÁN, PhD, is an assistant college professor at
Apor Vilmos Catholic College and a member of the Hungarian ICOMOS
(International Council on Monuments and Sites). Her research focuses on
the culturalization, heritagization and memorialization of the recent past
and of minorities, both through the investigation of urban representation
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and personal encounters, such as ‘Religious heritage as the representation
of a city. The case study of Pécs, Hungary’, EdA: Esempi di Architettura
10/1 (2023), 207–212, or ‘The role of small religious landmarks today and
tomorrow’, in Olimpia Niglio, ed., Regenerating Cultural Religious Heri-
tage: Intercultural Dialogue on Places of Religion and Rituals (Singapur:
Springer Natures, 2022), 277–288.

CHRISTHARDT HENSCHEL, PhD, is a research associate at the German
Historical Institute Warsaw, where he is currently engaged in the German
Research Foundation (DFG) project ‘Appropriation and Revitalization:
Negotiation Processes of the German-Jewish Cultural Heritage in Po-
land’, which is a part of the DFG Priority Program 2357 on ‘Jewish
Cultural Heritage’. He studied Medieval and Modern History, Musicol-
ogy as well as East and Southeast European Studies at the University of
Leipzig and later worked as a research assistant at the Leibniz Institute for
Jewish History and Culture – Simon Dubnow in Leipzig. Among other
publications, he edited Ostpreußens Kriegsbeute: Der Regierungsbezirk
Zichenau 1939–1945 (Osnabrück: fibre, 2021).

ANNA KLIMOVICH, a former medical oncologist, is now an independent
researcher of Jewish culture and heritage. Since 2015, she has coordinated
the Beshenkovichi Memorial Shtetl Restoration project and conducted
research on the history of shtetl Beshenkovichi. She holds an MA degree
in Cultural Heritage Development from the European Humanities Uni-
versity in Vilnius.

ULRICH KNUFINKE, PhD, is a lecturer at the Technical University of
Braunschweig and the scientific director of Bet Tfila – Research Unit for
Jewish Architecture. At the Lower Saxony State Office for Monument
Preservation, he heads the Department for the Inventory of Architectural
Monuments. His research interests are Jewish architecture and the history
and theory of monument preservation. He is a member of the board of
the German Research Foundation (DFG) Priority Program ‘Jewish Cul-
tural Heritage’. Together with Ruth Leiserowitz, he leads the DFG pro-
ject ‘Appropriation and Revitalization: Negotiation Processes of the
German-Jewish Cultural Heritage in Poland’, which is a part of the DFG
Priority Program 2357 ‘Jewish Cultural Heritage’.

EUGENY KOTLYAR, PhD, is Professor at the Department of Monumental
Painting of the Kharkiv State Academy of Design and Arts and the head
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of the Academic Board of the Ukrainian Association for Jewish Studies.
His main fields of research are Jewish art and heritage in Ukraine, syna-
gogue decorations and the local Kharkiv Jewish lore. He participated in
the restoration of synagogues and Jewish community centers in Ukraine
as a designer and stained-glass windows artist; he also curated art and
educational exhibitions, in particular on Jewish art and created exhibitions
at several Jewish museums in Kharkiv. He authored about 200 essays. His
last publication, coauthored with Magda Teter, is The Light of the Revival:
Stained Glass Design for the Restituted Synagogues of Ukraine by Eugeny
Kotlyar (New York: The Center for Jewish Studies at Fordham Univer-
sity, 2024). In 2022, he won the Narkiss Prize for Excellence in the Re-
search of Jewish Arts. 

ALENA KUZMIANKOVA is an independent researcher dedicated to the
dynamic field of heritage economy. Having earned an MA degree in
Cultural Heritage Development from the European Humanities Univer-
sity in Vilnius, she uses her expertise in economics and finance to find
innovative strategies at the convergence of culture and sustainability.

RUTH LEISEROWITZ, PhD, is Deputy Director at the German Historical
Institute in Warsaw and Professor for East European History at the
Humboldt University of Berlin. Her research interests include European
history in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, focusing on transna-
tional, Baltic and Jewish history. Together with Ulrich Knufinke, she
leads the German Research Foundation (DFG) project ‘Appropriation
and Revitalization: Negotiation Processes of the German-Jewish Cultural
Heritage in Poland’. This project is a part of the DFG Priority Program
2357 ‘Jewish Cultural Heritage’.

KAMILA LENARTOWICZ (previously Storz), PhD, studied Art History at
the University of Wrocław, Poland, and completed her doctoral studies at
the Karlsruhe Institute of Technology in Germany, where she also
worked as a research assistant at the Institute of Architectural History.
Her writings are devoted to the architectural history of former East
Prussia. At Bet Tfila – Research Unit for Jewish Architecture in Europe
at the Technical University of Braunschweig in Germany, she is engaged
in the project on synagogue buildings in East Prussia, too.

NEELE MENTER, a PhD candidate, studied Architecture (BSc degree) at
Berlin University of Applied Sciences and Technology (BHT) and Build-
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ing Archeology and Heritage Conservation (MSc degree) at the Technical
University of Berlin. She is a research assistant at Bet Tfila – Research
Unit for Jewish Architecture in Europe at the Technical University of
Braunschweig, where she works on the theory and practice of compara-
tive international heritage conservation using the examples of former
synagogues in Poland, France and Germany.

KINGA MIGALSKA, PhD, is a historian and art historian, graduated from
the Jagiellonian University in Kraków. Her research interest focuses on
the fate of Jewish material heritage in postwar Poland, and her doctoral
thesis deals with the topic of the history and development of Judaica
museums in Poland under the Communist regime. She is a researcher at
the Department of Graphics and Drawings at the National Museum in
Kraków and the author of several scientific and popular science articles.

ALEKSANDRA PARADOWSKA, PhD, is an adjunct professor in the Depart-
ment of Art History and Philosophy at Magdalena Abakanowicz Univer-
sity of Fine Arts in Poznań, Poland. Her research focuses on the architec-
tural history of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries and, in recent
years, especially on Nazi architecture on Polish lands during World War
II. She published widely on interwar Polish architecture, including hospi-
tal architecture and villas, and she authored numerous articles and edited
a conference volume on German architecture in occupied Poland.

ARNO PAŘÍK holds a PhD degree in Art History and Aesthetics from
Charles University, Prague. Since 1994, he has been in charge of heritage
supervision for the Zecher Foundation for the Rescue of Jewish Monu-
ments and for the Federation of Jewish Communities in the Czech Re-
public. He was a longtime collection curator at the Jewish Museum in
Prague and a member of the editorial board of the journal Judaica Bohe-
miae. His main interests include the history of Prague’s Jewish quarter,
synagogue architecture, Jewish monuments in Bohemia and Moravia,
Jewish art of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, the history of the
Jewish Museum and museology. He participated in the preparation of
many international traveling exhibitions on Jewish cultural heritage,
which were presented in Israel, Europe, Australia and New Zealand. He
authored, for instance: Baroque Synagogues in the Czech Lands (Praha: JMP,
2011) and Symbols of Emancipation: 19th-Century Synagogues in the Czech
Lands (Praha: JMP, 2013).
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OLGA PAVLOVA-SOKOLOVA is an independent researcher, who earned an
MA degree in Social Psychology from the Belarusian State University in
Minsk as well as an MA degree in European Cultural Heritage Develop-
ment from the European Humanities University in Vilnius. Her key
academic interests include Jewish cultural heritage in Belarus after the
Holocaust, Jewish/non-Jewish relations in Belarus, Lithuania and Poland
after 1945 and ‘thin culture’ of Belorussian Soviet Jews.

PIOTR PUCHTA is a former Polish diplomat and activist who led the
Polish delegation to the International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance
(IHRA) in 2014–2016. Since March 2019, after retiring from the diplo-
matic service, he has been Director of the Foundation for the Preservation
of Jewish Heritage in Poland (FODŻ). The Foundation’s primary mission
is to protect and commemorate surviving tangible heritage sites, including
cemeteries and synagogues, as well as other objects of Jewish cultural
heritage.

VALERIA RAINOLDI earned a PhD degree in European Cultures, Environ-
ment, Contexts, Histories, Arts and Ideas from the University of Trento
(Italy). She is an independent researcher and a member of the editorial
committee of the peer-reviewed online series Studi Veronesi, devoted to
the history of Verona and its territory, and what is more, she is a member
of the Board of Directors of the Foundation for the Jewish Cultural
Heritage in Italy (Fondazione per i Beni Culturali Ebraici in Italia). Her
recent book Il Ghetto di Verona e la sua sinagoga (Verona: Cierre, 2020)
focuses on the protection, demolition and reconstruction of the Jewish
ghetto in Verona.

ZUZANNA ŚWIATOWY is an architect and a Hebraist, graduated from
Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznań in Hebrew Philology and from
Poznań University of Technology in Architecture. She is a PhD candidate
at Bet Tfila – Research Unit for Jewish Architecture in Europe at the
Technical University of Braunschweig, where she currently works in the
German Research Foundation (DFG) project ‘Appropriation and Revital-
ization: Negotiation Processes of the German-Jewish Cultural Heritage in
Poland’. This project is a part of the DFG Priority Program 2357 on
‘Jewish Cultural Heritage’. Her main scientific interest as well as the topic
of her doctoral thesis research is the architecture of the synagogues in the
region of Greater Poland.
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MONIKA ŽĄSYTIENĖ studied Communication and Information at Vilnius
University and is a curator of the Švėkšna exposition at the Hugo Scheu
Museum in Šilutė. In 2021, she qualified as a tour guide at Klaipėda State
College. In 2015, the Lithuanian Jewish (Litvak) Community granted her
the Jewish Tolerance Award for the historic fostering of memory and
preservation of the heritage of national minorities. Her book Švėkšnos
žydų bendruomenė XVII–XX a. [The Jewish Community of Švėkšna in
XVII–XX centuries] (Klaipėda: Druka, 2018) is the first publication that
presents the surviving heritage of the Jewish community of Švėkšna
before World War II.
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